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and the Hastings Regional Center Developmental Unit for
chi l d r en . W h a t i sn ' t sa i d , and that is what those programs
cost, is you don't forget those k ids and t h ose peop le . Youd on't s end t h e m out on the street. You would h ave to p i c k
up their services somewhere else and s o you end u p s a v i n g
s ome money b u t y o u a lso d i m i n i s h ma ybe t h e qua l i t y or
quantity of their care and find care for them somewhere
e lse . Y o u d o n ' t sav e $ 2 . 6 m i l l i on a n d I t h i nk i t i s w r o ng
to send ar ou nd a m emo t hat would i n d i c a t e otherwise . Now
maybe somebody would s ay , well , boy i t i s wrong t o say
$600,000 would be cut in the fashion that R on Jensen t a l k s
a bout . I d on ' t kno w . I am not going to try and defend what
he is suggesting. I am not going to suggest that it is the
only alternative. I don't know. All I d i d w a s a s k h i m what
w ould happen i f $600,000 were cu t a s p r o p o sed by the Lynch
amendment and he came back and said this is what we are
l ooking a t b e c a use h e w a s anticipating the amendment and the
cut and it means cutting a couple of different programs an"
also denying admission, perhaps, to some people to the
r egional c e n t e r s . So whoever i s r i ght , I don ' t know. I
know the Sieck information is wrong b ut , n eve r t h e l e s s ,
s omebody has t o st a n d u p h ere and say n o m a t t e r what you
feel about the figures and whatever the information is, the
wrong information is to suggest that we cut from the state
side to give to the community based side because there is no
leeway in the community b ased programs, t h at 2 80 A didn' t
p ass, a n d s ome of t he con c e r n s t hat we have t h er e . I
supported 280A. I support more funding but " don't support
it at the expense of these state programs, institutional
programs, that are also necessary. Y ou know r o b b i n g P e t e r
t o pay Pa u l . We l ike t o d o t h at a l o t d own here bu t i t
still ends up being the same. You hurt somebody to help
somebody else and I think in this case both sides ought t o
b e helped . Th er e is room for institutional care a nd t h e r e
is room for community based care but one thing I e mphasize
to you i s that these community based pr ogr a m s have
flexibility with local property taxes to pick up some of the
extra needs that are out there. I don't feel quite as bad
about the fact that 280A didn't get advanced and passed. I
don't feel quite as bad about the situation with the budget
r ight no w because we see a 6 . 8 p e r c e n t reduction in county
Nedicaid c o s t s , $ 6 . 8 m i l l i o n c a n b e p i cke d u p b y t h i s state
by our budget which will reduce county property taxes. That
means the counties have got some flexibility in their budget
to pick up some of the costs of these local programs that
are ou t t he r e . They h a v e go t f l ex i b i l i t y t h at t he S t a t e
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